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1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED PROPOSAL CONTAINED REFTEL WITH JORDANIAN 
CHAIRMAN OF JOINT COMMISSION DR HANNAH ODEH. HE APPRECIATED 
FOLLOW UP AND CONTINUES TO BE INTERESTED IN WORKING OUT AGREED 
APPROACH IN TRADE AND INVESTMENT AREAS. HOWEVER, HE DOUBTS 
THAT THE APPROACH SUGGESTED IN REFTEL, I.E., SEVERAL AMERICANS 
SPENDING ONE WEEK IN JORDAN, WOULD BE ADEQUATE TO THE TASK, 
EVEN WITH ADVANCE PREPARATIONS BY US TEAM. HIS PROMARY CON- 
CERN IS NOT AS MUCH ON THE US SIDE AS IT IS WITH JORDANIAN 
PARTICIPATION. HE BELIEVES THAT UNLESS THERE IS SOME REASONABLY 
WELL-DEFINED FOCUS FOR WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION, THERE 
SIMPLY WILL NOT BE ANY CONCRETE RESULTS. -AND HE 
APPEARS GENUINELY INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING RECOMMENDATIONS 
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WHICH WOULD LEAD TO AN INCREASED FLOW OF PRIVATE INVESTMENT, 
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PARTICULARLY FROM US INVESTORS. (HE IS LESS INTERESTED IN 
TRADE ASPECTS OF JOINT COMMISSION, BUT WE FEEL WE CAN 
INCORPORATE THEM SATISFACTORILY IN THE COURSE OF THE WORKING 
GROUP'S VISIT.) 

2. ODEH RECOMMENDS THAT BEFORE THE US TEAM COMES A 
CONSULTANT SHOULD PREPARE AN ASSESSMENT OF JORDANIAN 
INVESTMENT CLIMATE AND IDENTIFY POTENTIAL PROBLEM AREAS. 

THE CONSULTANT'S REPORT WOULD, IN HIS TERMS, REPRESENT 
"DIAGNOSIS OF JORDANIAN SITUATION". THE JOINT WORKING GROUP 
COULD THEN CONCENTRATE PRIMARILY ON DEVELOPING RECOMMENA- 
TIONS FOR POLICIES AND/OR PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO DEAL WITH 
PROBLEM AREAS. WITHOUT THIS RELATIVELY OBJECTIVE FOCUS FOR 
JOINT WORKING GROUP DISCUSSIONS HE FEELS THERE WOULD BE 
INCONCLUSIVE DISCUSSION AND MINIMAL RESULTS. 

3. IN GENERAL WE AGREE WITH DR ODEH. THE ORIGINAL REASON 
FOR RECOMMENDING CREATION OF JOINT WORKING GROUP WAS TO 
AVOID PREMATURE DISCUSSION IN JOINT COMMISSION MEETING 
AND TO PROVIDE MECHANISM FOR SYSTEMATIC AND INFORMED 
APPROACH TO PRIVATE SECTOR AREA. WE SHARE ODEH'S CONCERN 
THAT EVEN WITH ADVANCE PREPARATION IN US RELATIVELY LARGE 
JOINT WORKING GROUP WOULD PROVE TOO UNWIEDLY TO ACCOMPLISH 
ITS TAKS IN TIME PROPOSED IN REFTEL. WE, THEREFORE, ENDORSE 

HIS PROPOSAL THAT TEAM VISIT BE PRECEEDED BY PREPARATION OF 
REPORT BY KNOWLEDGEABLE CONSULTANT. WE HAVE NO SPECIAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING PROVISION AND SELECTION OF CON- 
SULTANT. PRHAPS OPIC, STATE OR COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
HAVE SOMEONE ON THEIR STAFF WITH COMPETENCE TO ASSESS 
JORDANIAN INVESTMENT CLIMATE. ALTERNATIVELY, PERHAPS AID 
COULD CONTRACT FOR SUCH A PERSON. WE SEE THE WORK OF THIS 
CONSULTANT AS FOCUSING PRIMARILY ON INVESTMENT AREA, BUT 
DEPENDING ON PERSON SELECTED, HE COULD ALSO REVIEW TRADE 
AREA. WE DON'T SEE TRADE AS BEING AS COMPLICATED 

AND POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH AS INVESTMENT AND THEREFORE 
ARE SOMEWHAT LESS CONCERNED WITH ADVANCE PREPARATIONS IN 
THIS AREA. OPIC SHOULD BE ABLE TO JUDGE HOW LONG STUDY OF THIS 
SORT MIGHT TAKE. WE ASSUME ONE TO TWO MONTHS WOULD BE ENOUGH 
TO PREPARE ADEQUATE GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF INVESTMENT CLIMATE, 

TO IDENTIFY PROBLEM AREAS AND TO SUGGEST POLICIES AND/OR 
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PROGRAMS TO BE CONSIDERED BY JOINT WORKING GROUP. 

5. ALTHOUGH THIS APPROACH WILL RESULT IN DELAY, THIS DOES NOT 
TROULBE US OR THE JORDANIANS. WE ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH 
DEVELOPING SENSIBLE APPROACH THAN MEETING PARTICULAR DEAD- 
LINE. ASSUMING CONSULTANT COULD BE SELECTED IN MONTH OR 
SO, WE COULD AIM AT JOINT REVIEW OF HIS MATERIAL BY SEPT 1 
AND THIS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 
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6. CURRENT VISIT OF AMBASSADOR PICKERING TO WASHINGTON 
PRESENTS USEFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERESTED AGENCIES TO 
DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL FURTHER AND PROVIDE THEIR REACTIONS. 
SUDDARTH 
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